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Welcome to Advanced Placement Language and Composition! This course focuses on rhetorical 

analysis of nonfiction texts and the development and revision of well-reasoned, evidence-

centered analytic and argumentative writing. This demanding course expects careful reading, 

deep thinking, participation in class discussion, and expressions of original thought. You must be 

willing to participate in discussions, keep up with reading assignments, and meet deadlines. At 

the end of the year, you will have the opportunity to take the AP Examination, a three-hour test 

that can earn college credit hours. This summer, you will read a tragedy/drama titled “The 

Crucible” by Arthur Miller. 

 

The Crucible Summer Reading Assignment  

 
The Crucible by Arthur Miller. Read entire play (including introduction!) 

The Crucible takes place in 1692 in Salem, a small town in the Massachusetts Bay 

Colony.  Under the rigid authority of Puritan Reverend Samuel Parris, relations 

among villagers became bitter.  In the winter of 1691-1692, several teenage girls 

began behaving strangely.  Many suspected the girls were victims of witchcraft.  

Though set in the 1600s, it was written in the 20th century as a criticism of 

McCarthyism and the House Un-American Activities Committee that investigated 

alleged Communist conspiracies.  Please read the introduction so you have a better 

understanding of Miller’s purpose. As you read the play, ask yourself what Miller is 

trying to say about paranoia and suspicion.  Do we have any modern correlations?  

 

-Reading Assignment- 

Annotate thoroughly. You will be graded on your ability to demonstrate your interaction with all 

assigned works. This can only be observed by your teacher through notes you place in the 

margins of the texts. Consider it similar to showing your work with a math problem. Do not 

merely underline or highlight without writing a note in the margin about the significance of your 

marks. Make notes about your text on the following:  

 

A. Vocabulary – In this class, you are always expected to look up any word you do not 

know and apply them to the text. Note the definitions of ALL words you do not know. 

Make notes about definitions on your text it is easy for you to define words as you read.  

B. Reactions – Interacting with your text means being aware of your impressions of events 

and characters. You need to mark these as evidence of your close reading. For example, if 

something shocks you, make a note about why. If a character’s actions seem confusing, 

jot something about what doesn’t seem to add up.  



C. Connections/Ideas/Questions – Allow yourself to connect ideas in and among the 

assigned work. Make notes on these connections. Ask yourself and the text questions 

about motivations, behaviors, descriptions, dialogue, events, etc. Make notes on these as 

well.  

 

Your text of The Crucible will be collected and graded on the first day of class. You can find a 

scoring guide for the annotation attached. I will be looking for thoroughness and originality in 

your annotations. We will begin working with the text immediately, so be prepared to contribute 

to discussion and solidify your ideas in writing.  

 

Questions 

 

For this part of the assignment, I am asking you to complete the following questions and include 

textual evidence that supports your answer(s). You will turn in your responses on the first day 

of class. Answer the questions after reading the drama.  

 

1. What stereotypes of women are present? Are female characters over simplified? Weak? 

Foolish? Excessively naïve?  

 

2. Do the female characters play major or minor roles in the action of the work? Are they 

supportive or independent? Powerless or strong? Subservient or in control?  

 

3. If the female characters have any power, what kind is it? Political? Economic? Social? 

Psychological?  

 

4. Is the work, in general, sympathetic to female characters? Too sympathetic?  

 

5. Does Miller present an overall balanced view of men and women? If there is evidence of 

gender bias, what impact does it have on the play?  

 

6. Analyze the character of Abigail Williams. To what extent is she a villain? A victim? Can 

her portrayal be seen as misogynistic? Why or why not?  

 

 

***If you have questions about the assignment, you can email me at 

rolando.gonzales@laferiaisd.org  or you may reach me through the Google Classroom setup for 

the summer reading assignment*** 
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The Crucible Annotation Scoring Guide 

(Summer Reading Notes) 

 Poor 

0-55 points 
Unacceptable 

56–69 points 
Acceptable 

70-79 points 
Good 

80-89 points 
Excellent 

90-100 points 

Completion 

The majority of 

the text is not 

marked minimally 

annotated or 

simply 

highlighted/ 

underlined.  

At least half of the 

text contains notes. 

At least 80% of the 

text is annotated. 

Highlighted/ 

underlined 

sections have an 

accompanying 

note. 

The majority of 

the text is 

annotated. 

Highlighted/ 

underlined 

sections have an 

accompanying 

note.   

The entire text is 

thoroughly 

annotated.  

Annotation 

Level 

None or only a few 

of the required 

topics are noted:  

-vocabulary  

-reactions  

-connections/ 

ideas/ questions 

Only a few of the 

required topics are 

noted: 

-vocabulary  

-reactions  

-connections/ 

ideas/ questions 

Several of the 

required topics are 

noted: 

-vocabulary  

-reactions  

-connections/ 

ideas/ questions  

All of the 

required topics 

are noted:  

-vocabulary  

-reactions 

-connections/ 

ideas/ questions 

All of the 

required topics 

are thoroughly 

noted: 

-vocabulary  

-reactions 

-connections/ 

ideas/ questions  

Depth & 

Connection 

Any notations that 

are present are 

extremely 

superficial.  

Notations identify 

but do not explain.  

Notations identify 

and some explain 

the required 

elements.  

Annotations 

demonstrate 

that the student 

has thoroughly 

digested the 

text.  

Insightful, 

original 

annotations 

demonstrate that 

the student has 

thoroughly 

digested the text.  

Evidence 

Extremely limited 

evidence of 

engagement in 

reading.  

Little evidence of 

engagement in 

reading.  

Faire evidence of 

engagement in 

reading.  

Solid evidence 

of engagement 

in reading.  

Superior 

evidence of 

engagement in 

reading.  

 

 


